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Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.56, and in addition to information disclosed in any prior 
Information Disclosure Statements filed April 1, 2004, January 25, 2008, April 25, 2008, or 
April 15, 2009, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby directed to the 
references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. It is respectfully requested that the 
information be expressly considered during the prosecution of the above-referenced application, 
and be made of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue 
therefrom. 

The listing of a reference herein is not an admission that the reference is prior art or is 
material to patentability. 37 CFR § 1.97(h). Applicant reserves the right to establish the 
patentability of any claimed invention over any of the information provided herewith, and/or 
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prove that this information may not be prior art, and/or prove that this information may not be 
enabling for any aspect of the information provided herewith. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed without a certification or fee 
because this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action and in connection with the filing of a Request for Continued Examination under 
37 CFR § 1.1 14. No certification or fee is required. 37 CFR § 1.97(b)(4). 

This Information Disclosure Statement includes references cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior 
to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1). A copy of the 
Japanese Office Action is enclosed for the Examiner's convenience. 

This Information Disclosure Statement includes one or more non-English language 
references for which a concise explanation of the relevance of the non-English language 
references is included in the form of an English-language abstract. 

The Examiner's attention is directed to the applications or patents, if any, to which 
priority is claimed, as well as to any continuing applications which claim priority to the above- 
referenced application, and to applications, if any, that may be related by virtue of similar 
claimed subject matter as the above-referenced application (collectively, the "Related Case(s)"). 
The Related Case(s), or documents associated with the Related Case(s), are identified on the 
attached form PTO-1449 by serial number, publication number and/or patent number and are 
marked with an asterisk (*). The current prosecution history for the Related Case(s) downloaded 
from PAIR where available is submitted as an NPL document for the convenience of the 
Examiner. 
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The prosecution history for any and all of these Related Case(s) may include information 
material to patentability of the above-referenced application including Office Actions, 
Responses, Office Communications or Notices of Allowance, all of which are readily accessible 
to the Examiner via PAIR/PALM. To promote consistency and full disclosure during the 
prosecution of the above-referenced application together with the prosecution of any of the 
Related Case(s) and to assist the Examiner in complying with the obligations of MPEP 
2001.06(b), the Examiner is respectfully requested to review the prosecution history of each of 
the Related Case(s). This request for review should be considered ongoing throughout the 
prosecution of the above-referenced application with an updated review via PAIR/PALM 
of the prosecution histories of any Related Case(s) being made prior to issuance of any 
Notice of Allowance for the above-referenced application. The identification of any of the 
Related Case(s) for purposes of this Information Disclosure Statement should not be construed as 
a waiver of secrecy, if applicable, as to such applications now or upon issuance of the above- 
referenced application as a patent. For purposes of the Related Case(s), it should be noted that 
all of the Related Case(s) are published or otherwise publicly available on PAIR. 

Copies of the references were cited by or submitted to the Office in Patent Application 
No. 10/409,272, filed April 7, 2003, which is relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 
U.S.C. § 120. Thus, copies of these references are not attached. 37 CFR § 1.98(d). 



Respectfully submitted, 




Amy M. Salmela 
Registration No. 55,910 
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Customer No. 24113 

Patterson, Thuente, Skaar & Christensen, P.A. 

4800 IDS Center 

80 South 8th Street 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-2100 

Telephone: (612)252-1538 

Please grant any extension of time necessary for entry; charge any fee due to Deposit Account No. 16-0631. 
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